Post Gupta Era

» The Gupta Empire was an ancient Indian empire that
existed from the 4 to the 6 century CE.

> It Is considered a golden age Iin Indian history, marked
by significant achievements In various fields such as

sclence, mathematics, literature and art.
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The Maukharis

»The Maukhari dynasty was a historical Indian
dynasty that ruled parts of northern India from the 6th
to the 8th centuries CE. The Maukharis are often
considered to be one of the post-Gupta or Gupta

successor states.



»Gupta Empire, which had been a powerful and
Influential dynasty In northern India, began to decline In
the late 6th century, leading to the emergence of various
regional powers. Maukhari dynasty iIs known for its rule
In the region of Magadha, which Is located in present

day Bihar, India.



»The founder of Maukhari dynasty was
Ishanavarman, who is believed to have established the
dynasty around the mid-6th century. His son,
Avantivarman, and later successors continued to rule
the region.

»Maukhari dynasty played a significant role In the
political landscape of northern India during this period,
but 1t eventually faced challenges from other emerging
POWETS.



»0One notable figure associated with the decline of the

Maukhari dynasty I1s Sasanka, who was a king of
Gauda (Bengal) and played an important role in the

political upheavals of the period.

The Maitrakas

»The Maitraka dynasty was a ruling dynasty that
emerged in the 6th century AD in the West Indies.



» They were mainly associated with the Saurashtra

region, which iIs now part of the Indian state of

Gujarat.

> The Maitrakas are known for their contributions to

the cultural and political history of the region.



The Notable Rulers

Bhatarka
»Bhatarka, the founder of t

ne Maitra

believed to have established t

ne Maitra

Ka dynasty, IS

Ka rule In the

early 6th century CE In the region of Gujarat, India.

» The Maitrakas were a dynasty that ruled over parts of

western India, with their capital at Vallabhi (modern

Vallabhipur in Gujarat).



»Bhatarka's ascension to power marked the beginning
of the Maitraka dynasty's rule, and he Is often regarded
as the progenitor of this dynasty.

» The exact details of Bhatarka's life and his early reign
might not be well-documented due to the limitations of

historical records from that period. However, it is
generally understood that the Maitrakas played a
significant role In the political and cultural landscape of

Gujarat during their rule.



Dharsena |

»Dharasena | was a ruler of

the Maitraka dynasty

Gujarat, India, and he succeeded Bhatarka.

N

»Dharasena | 1s mentioned In inscriptions and historical

texts, but these sources often provide only brief details

about his rule. It's known that

ne continued the Maitra

dynasty's reign in Gujarat anc
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political and cultural developments in the region during

his rule.



The Gaudas

»During the Post Gupta Age, the Gaudas exerted
considerable influence on the political and cultural
milieu of ancient India.

» This epoch, spanning from the 6" to the 12 century,
witnessed the rise of regional powers, among which the

Gauda kingdom, located In present-day Bengal, stood as
formidable entity.



»Renowned for their military acumen and adept
governance, the Gaudas adeptly balanced regional

autonomy with loyalty to larger empires.
»Economically, the region thrived, buoyed by vibrant

trade and flourishing agriculture. Culturally, the Gaudas
made  significant  contributions  nurturing  the

advancement of literature, art, and architecture.



»This period signified a

pivotal juncture In Indian

nistory, with the Gaudas
Imprinting a lasting legacy
on the subcontinent's

landscape.




»Formation and Core Territories: Emerging in the
late 6th century CE In the eastern regions India, the
Gauda Kingdom was a result of the Gupta Empire's
political disintegration (3-6 century CE).

»>Its central regions comprised present-day Bengal In
India and the northern areas of Bangladesh with
Kanasuvarna, situated near modern-day Murshidabad
city, serving as Its capital.



»Ascension to Authority: Shashanka, the sole

recorded ruler of the Gauda Kingdom, ascended to

power by overthrowing Mahasenagupta, the last

known king of the Later Gupta dynasty, thereby

asserting the kingdom's independence In the 7 century

CE.
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> Involvement in the Harshavardhana Narrative: As

recounted in Banabhatta's Harshacharita, Shashanka

nlayed a significant role in disrupting Harsha's life,

portrayed as a militaristic monarch engaged In strategic

maneuvers and alliances.
» Alleged Machination: Banabhatta's narrative hints at
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»Extent  of Dominion:
Shashanka's inscriptions from
619/20 CE refer to him as the
"Lord of Great Kings,"
governing extensive territories
bordered by the four oceans.




»Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese Buddhist scholar-monk,
Identifies Shashanka as the ruler of Karnasuvana,
underscoring the kingdom's expansive Influence
during this era. His realm encompassed regions like

Magadha and Ganjam in present-day Odisha.



The Hunas

»Hunas were active during the late antiquity and the
early medieval period roughly from the 4" to the 6
century CE.

»They originated from Central Asia, and their

movements and Invasions affected region including
Central Asia, Iranian plateau, and South Asia.



The Hun Invasion

» They were notably associated
with Invasions of South Asia.
They are believed to have
Invaded regions of present-day
Afghanistan.  Pakistan, and

northern India during the 5th
and 6th centuries.



»0One of the prominent Huna rulers in India was

Toramana, who IS mentioned In van historical sources

His son, Mihirakula, 1s also a well-known Hun king
associated the Indian subcontinent.

»Gupta Empire In northern India faced invasions from
the Hunas during the 6th Century. Hunas posed a
significant challenge to the Gupta rulers contributing to

the decline of the Gupta Empire.



» They were Involved In various conflicts and battles,
both against indigenous Indian rulers and other foreign
Invaders.
»They were known for their military prowess and
cavalry.
»They had an impact on the cultural and political

landscape of the region they invaded.



»They are often assoclated with disruptions and
changes In the existing social and political structures.
»Over time, Hunas faced resistance from local
powers and their influence in South Asia declined.
Eventually, they were assimilated or displaced by

other group.



Pushyabhutis

»The Pushyabhuti dynasty, also known as the
Pashyabhuti or Pushpabhuti was ruling dynasty that
emerged In the Indian subcontinent during the post-
Gupta period.

»The most notable ruler of the Pushyabhuti dynasty
was Harsha (Harshavardhan) who ascended to the
throne around 606 CE.



Harshavardhana

»Harsha was a great patron of art and culture. His court
at Kannauj was known for its cultural vibrancy,
attracting scholars, poets and artists from various parts
of India.

»Harsha himself was an accomplished poet and
playwright. He s credited with composing three

Sanskrit plays “Ratnavali” and “Priyadarsika”.



»Harsha was often praised for his just and benevolent
rule. He was known to personally listen to the grievances
of his subjects and took measures to alleviate their
sufferings especially during times of natural disasters or
famines.

» Despite being a Hindu ruler, Harsha was known for his
religious tolerance. He not only practiced Hinduism but
also showed respect for Buddhism and other religions.
His reign is often considered an era of religious harmony.




»Harsha was a patron of Buddhism and provided
support to Buddhist institutions and monasteries. He
convened the famous Kannauj Assembly, where
Buddhist and Hindu scholars engaged in religious
debates.

»Harsha engaged in diplomatic relations with
neighboring states. He maintained friendly relations
with the Chalukyas in the south and the Tibetan ruler
Songtsen Gampo In the north.



»Harsha initially ruled over a relatively small kingdom
centred around Thanesar, but through military
conquests, alliances, and strategic marriages, he
expanded his empire to cover a significant portion of
North India, with Kannauj as his capital.

»Harsha maintained a centralized form of
administration. He was personally involved In the

governance of his empire and was known for his
accessibility to the common people.



»Harsha faced military challenges from various
quarters, including the Chalukyas in the south and the

lunas in the north-west.
»Despite facing setbacks, he managed to maintain a

degree of stability in his empire.

»The Kannauj Assembly (Kannauj Mahotsava) was a
significant event during Harsha's reign, showcasing his
Interest In intellectual and religious pursuits. Scholars
from different religious backgrounds participated In
discussions and debates.



»Harsha's death In 647 CE marked the decline of
Pushyabhuti dynasty. After his death, his empire faced
Internal conflicts and external invasions, leading to the

fragmentation of the territories he had united.

Conquest of Harshavardhana

1. Control over Northern India:

»Harsha initially ruled over a relatively small kingdom
centred around Thanesar. However, through a series of
military campaigns and strategic alliances, he expanded
his control over a significant portion of Northern India.



2. Conquest of the Magadha Region:

»Harsha extended his rule to the important Magadha
region, gaining control over areas that were once part
of the Gupta Empire.

» This expansion increased the territorial extent of his

Kingdom.



3. Confrontation with the Chalukyas:
»Harsha faced military conflicts with the Chalukya

king Pulakeshin Il in the Deccan region.

» The outcomes of these conflicts were mixed, with

both rulers experiencing victories and setbacks.



4. Alliances in the South:

»While Harsha faced military conflicts with the Chalukyas,
he also engaged In diplomatic relations. Harsha maintained a
friendly relationship with the Chalukyas, and his daughter
Rajyashri was married to Pulakeshin I1.

5. Engagement with the Huna Threat:

»Hunas, a Central Asian nomadic group, posed a threat to
North India during Harsha's reign. Harsha engaged In

military campaigns against Hunas to resist their incursions
and protect his kingdom.




6. Diplomacy I
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King, contributing to diplomatic ties between the two

regions.
/. Kannauj as

the Capital:

»Harsha established Kannauj as his capital, strategically

located In the Gangetic plains. This move further

solidified his control over the region and facilitated

administration and military activities.




8. Consolidation of Empire:
» Through military conquests and alliances, Harsha
almed to consolidate his empire and bring political

stability to the region.

»His goal was to recreate, to some extent, the
political unity that had characterized the Gupta

Empire.



Administration of Harshavardhana
»Harshavardhana maintained a centralized form of

administration. The administration was personally
overseen by the king, and he was actively involved In
the governance of his empire.

»Harsha's administration had a hierarchical structure
with officials appointed at different levels. Local
officials, known as Gramikas, were responsible for the
administration at the village level.



»HIs revenue system aimed at fair taxation. During
times of natural disasters, such as famines, he is said to
have remitted taxes to alleviate the suffering of the
people.

»He was known for his sense of justice. He personally
heard and resolved disputes, showcasing his

commitment to ensuring justice in his kingdom.



»His court at Kannauj was renowned for its cultural
vibrancy. It attracted scholars, poets, and artists from
various parts of India. Harsha himself was an
accomplished poet and playwright.

»He engaged In diplomatic relations with neighboring
states. He maintained friendly relations with the
Chalukyas In the south and the Tibetan ruler Songtsen
Gampo iIn the north. His diplomatic efforts aimed at
ensuring stability in the region.




»He 1Is notable for his religious tolerance. Despite being
a Hindu ruler, he showed respect for Buddhism and other
religions. The Kannauj Assembly, a religious gathering he
organized, showcased his commitment to fostering
religious harmony.

»He maintained a well-organized military. The military
played a crucial role in dealing with external threats and
maintaining internal stability. Harsha faced military
challenges from various quarters, including conflicts with
Chalukyas and Huna threat.



»His administration had a strong cultural and
Intellectual dimension. His patronage of the arts,
literature, and learning contributed to the intellectual
landscape of medieval India. The Chinese traveler
Xuanzang visited Harsha's court and provided detailed
accounts of the grandeur and intellectual activities.

»He strategically chose Kannauj as his capital, which

played a central role In the administration and
governance of his empire.



» Despite Harsha's notable achievements, it Is important

to note that after his death Iin 647 CE, Pushyabhuti
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