CHAPTER-1

European Renaissance

The secular trends that emerged in Europe between the 14th and 16th

centuries were termed Renaissance consciousness, with humanity as
its central theme.
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Renaissance:Backeround

There were two 1nstitutions that controlled Europe in middle age.

The Holy Roman Empire that controled the political life of the
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The pope of the Roman Catholic Church controlled the religious life

of Europeans. Both began to lose their power in 15% Century. New
and small nations started to emerge. People started writing in their
own languages instead of Latin. Now people could think in a new

way.
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Thus new awakening came into existence in the history of Europe.

It was called European Renaissance.
This awakening made major changes in the society which ended

medieval age and began modern age.
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Meaning of European Renaissance

The literal meaning of Renaissance 1s ‘Rebirth’ in French. It

refers to the rediscovery of the classical writings (Ancient Greek &

Romans) and Revival of the learning.
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Renaissance made discoveries in many fields. New scientific laws

were discovered, new forms of arts and literature were developed,
new political and religious 1deas were founded and new lands

were discovered including America.
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Renaissance was a temperamental change which changed the mindset

of the European people. People became free from shackles and

dogmatism .Thus fresh intellectual atmosphere was created .
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Causes of Renaissance

Crusades

Commercial prosperity

Paper and printing press

Control over Constantinople by Ottoman Turks
The Rise of the Mangolian Empire.
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Nature of Renaissance

1. Humanistic Movement

2. Secular Movement

3. Intellectual Movement

4. Urban Seminarist Movement
5. Socio — religious Movement
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Nature of Renaissance

1. Humanistic Movement

» Renaissance was a humanitarian movement. It was knowledge base

version of humanism. It focused on the value of human being.

Petrarch was considered as the Father of Humanism..
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> Renaissance was a secular movement. This secularism was based

on humanism. Renaissance scholars wanted to save society,

literature and culture from the influence of church.
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» Renaissance was an intellectual movement. It emphasized on

logic and science. It tried to revive the classical learning

(Aristotle and Plato).
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> Renaissance was a Urban Seminarist movement It was

started by a small group of intellectuals from small city of

[taly.
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» It was a socio — religious reform movement. The medieval

catholic Church came to be associated with superstitions,

corruption and greed for money.
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» All these changed with the coming of Renaissance. The Movement

also took place within the Catholic Church. Martin Luther (Father of
Reformations) advised that salvation could be achieved by faith 1n

Jesus Christ instead of having blind faith on the Church.
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Contribution of Renaissance
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Italy- The birth place of Renaissance

The gleam of renaissance first spread in Italy and from there it’s

light diffused in Germany, England, France and other European
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Why did the renaissance begin in Italy only?

European renaissance emerged in Italy because the vestiges of

significant ancient achievement were still gleaming faintly. There

was ancient tradition of acquiring knowledge was still alive.
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There was a competition for the rise of new cities and there were

many people who patronized art and literature.
The ancient Italian relics had mspired a critical outlook among the

scholars since the days of Petrarch.
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Causes of the origin of renaissance in Italy-

1-Liberal and free thinking atmosphere of Italy.
2-Italy was a rich country; it’s source of richness was overseas

trade.
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3- Cities of Italy provided a backdrop for Renaissance because

there were various museums, public libraries and theatres 1n Italy.
4-The Bourgeoisie emerged out from Italian prosperity who did

not care feudal lords and Pope.
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5- The Bourgeoisie made up their mind to patronize artists and

scholars 1n order to make good use of their surplus money.

6- Italy was the birth place of Ancient civilization.
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7-Rome was still the center of the European Christianity.

8-The growth of business 1n Italy necessitated a new trend in
education which led emphasis on vocational and geographical

knowledge.
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9- When the Turks occupied Constantinople in 1453 AD, a large
number of fugitive Greek scholars, artists and businessmen
migrated to the various cities of Italy . Many fugitive scholars
were appointed as teachers in Italian schools, colleges and
universities. This learned class became the precursor of

awakening.
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