Chapter - 5
FRENCH REVOLUTION (YT &ifa )

French revolution was an answer to those questions which had been waiting before 1789 in
Europe.These questions were-
-Relationships between Monarchy and Aristocracy,
- Monarchy and middle class,
- Aristocracy and middle class and
- Relationships between Middle class and lower class
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According to David Thompson, ‘The revolution does not take place for the fact that some people
wanted it but it occurs due to the fact that some people wants something which unconsciously
lead the people to revolution’. The condition was same in France. No one wanted revolution but
still revolution occurred.
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Causes of French Revolution-

1. Social Division in France: French society was divided into privileged class and non
privileged class. Privileged section consisted of clergy and Aristocracy while Non- Privileged middle
class and Lower class.
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The condition of higher clergy was much better but the condition of lower clergy was not good. It
was much near to that of commoners. So lower clergy sympathized with common people.
Aristocratic class was having grievances against Monarchy ; during the period of French Monarch
Louis-XIV, They lose some Privileges.
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Non- Privileged class consisted of middle and Lower class. Middle class included merchants,
capitalists and different professional groups while lower class included peasants, Artisans and
labours.
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Note-Now the Question raises that the condition of middle class was better than it's counterpart (
in other parts of Europe) then Why did the French middle class moved towards revolution?
There might be two reasons behind that -
» First, the better economic Condition of the French middle class made him more conscious
about it's social rights .
» Second, in France, there was a sharp contradiction between economically effective class
and socially effective class.
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2 - Economic Factors : - There was a deep decline in French economy before 1789.
Monarchy was failed to solve the economic crisis.
3. Changing class equation: - During this period of economic crisis, new tensions emerged

between the Aristocratic class and the middle class. Both classes were going to be more
dissatisfied with the monarchy.
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4. Role of French thinkers & Philosophers :- They provided an ideological base for the
revolution.They belonged to the middle class so they believed in peaceful transformation not
in revolution but they invented certain terms and phrases of protest which were used by
revolutionaries in their favour.These terms and phrases attracted the attention of the French
people.

5. Bankruptcy of Monarchy :- Monarchy found himself helpless to bring Solution of the
economic crisis, hence it decided to call “Session of Estates General’ after 175 years.Thus,

Monarchy had surrendered before the situation.
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All classes were excited at the news because all were having their agendas. They demanded
voting rights as per population ratio or voting rights based on 'one person one vote'.In the session,
differences appeared on the issue of voting.Third Estate demanded change in the voting Pattern,
as 5% of the population enjoyed 2/3™ vote and the voices of the common people were ignored.
There was no solution hence Third estate walked out and gathered in a nearby Tennis court
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They declared themselves national representatives aspiring to frame the constitution for France.
Thus a ‘National assembly' was born & French revolution started in 1789.
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Various stages in French Revolution
Rule of National Assembly(1789-1791)
The Third estate was leading the revolution but it was not a monolithic group.It consisted of
middle class and Lower class both. Middle class wanted to establish constitutional Monarchy but
lower class socio-economic democracy. Middle class was dominant,hence Monarchy was preserved
and balance was maintained in this stage.
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Events-

-Fall of Bastile on 14" July 1789 by the mob of Paris

-Abolition of Feudalism on 4" August 1789

-Declaration of citizen rights on 26" August 1789

-Attack on church’s property in November 1789 and conversion into National property.

-Suspension of Tithes in 1790
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The civil constitution of clergy-1791 and clergies were expected to take the oath of loyalty.

who take oath were called jurors and others were called Non-Jurors. Most of the Non-Jurors were
migrated to Europe.National assembly produced a new constitution for France in
1791.Montesquieu’s law was asserted in new constitution.Human rights were declared.
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Second stage (1791-1792)-

During this phase,The middle class leadership was overpowerd by lower class,hence revoution
turned to be bloody and violent. A ‘national convention’ was formed to rule but in this National
convention,there was conflict between two fractions-Royalists and Radicals.

Royalists were inclined to restore the power of monarchy while the radicals tried to abolish
monarchy and declare France a republic.
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Both decided to choose war to restore their position.Radicals abolished monarchy in 1792 and
France was declared republic.
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In summer of 1792 the radicals stormed the palace of the Tuilries , massacred the king’s Guard
and held the king as hostage .In january 1793,the king was guillotined publically.Thus monarchy
was abolished.
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Third stage-1792-95

The election was held in france .The newly elected assembly was called the ‘national convention’.
There was two fractions in national convention- Girondist and Jacobeans.
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This development finally led to the establishment of a bloody and Jacobean state popularly known
as Regime of Terror. Now the revolution came to be bloody phase and started to devour it's own
child.
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Most of the Girondist leaders were killed but later struggle started in jacobeans . Robes Pierre
was the last jacobean leader who operated government.Robes Pierre was also killed in
1794 . Thereupon Rightists controlled the situation.
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Fourth Stage (1795-1799)

The rightists ruled in this phase.They produced a new constitution for France in 1795.In this
constitution, there was a provision for bicameral legislative body but executive power was given
to 5 directors.
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Leaders of France wanted to limit the progress of political parties, that's why directors were to
be selected from outside of legislative chambers but such step could be costly for France as in
absence of political parties, the way for individuals was clear which led to rise of Napolean
Bonaparte.
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Fifth Stage (1799-1814)

The phase of Dictatorship
Napolean Bonaparte was borned on the island of Corsica.He rapidly rose through the rank of the
military during the French revolution.After controlling the power of directors in 1799,he crowned
himself as an Emperor in 1804. Shrewd,ambitious and skilled military strategist, Napolean
successfully waged wars against various coalitions of European nations and expanded his empire .
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-British Royal Navy defeated the fleet of France and spain in 1805 at the cape of Trafagalar

of spain.British Navy commander Nelson was leading the Royal navy.
- Napolean defeated Austria in the battle of Austerlize in the same year hence Treaty of

Pressburg was signed between France and Austria which concluded the war.
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-Napolean defeated Prussia in the battle of Jena in 1806.

-Napolean defeated Russia in 1807 in the battle of Freedland and signed a Treaty of Tilsit.

Now Napolean was at highest Peak.He started continental system to Blocked of Britain.
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In His Moscow compaign of 1812,He was defeated by Russia.Thereafter Napolean was deported to
Elba Island.Through his 100 days compaign,Napolean once again got the throne of France.
Finally,he was defeated in the batlle of waterloo in 1814 and was exiled to St. Helena Island
where he died.
1812 & 3uat AR AR #, I8 T @ X 4TI 38F a1g AT F vear gdT W Aaifa &
f&ar misrsr 100 R&T & 3 & Aregs @, ANIT ¥ wF AR R wiw A e I 3T,
1814 & areld & Fo¥ # 3WH R §§ IR 3¢ de o gdfiv W fFafa 1 Rar oran sret swh 740y
a TS

Impact of French Revolution

Pros:-

» The French revolution had an important impact not just on France, but rest of the world.

» Monarchy was abolished and Republic took place.

» Political sovereignty introduced at individual and nation-state level with a centralized
government.

» Feudalism and Slavery were abolished and the influence of church decreased in Personal
lives.

» The privileged classes as the first and Second estate were abolished.
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Idea of separation of public and private realm emerged.

» French revolution ushered in the new economic system of capitalism against the prevalent
feudalism. French revolution inspired movements against colonialism in colonies around the
World, while movements for democracy and self-rule rose in whole of Europe.

» Limited suffrage, especially women were excluded, slavery was reintroduced by Napoleon.
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Cons:-
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» Post-revolution regime failed to resolve the grievances of the workers, who were the main
force during the uprising of 1789, and only the peasants benefited.

» The revolution failed to bring democratic rule and the Reign of Terror under the Jacobeans
started.

» Napoleon, due to his continuous warfare resulted in rise of nationalism in the invaded
territories and he came to be perceived, not as a liberator but a conqueror. This
nationalism was to prove advantageous to the unification of Germany and Italy in 1871.
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CONTINENTAL SYSTEM OF NAPOLEON

Napoleon was the Monarch of France from 1804 to 1815. He defeated Prussia in 1806 in the

Battle of Jena and captured Berlin. The British council passed an order on 16 May 1806 by

which the Royal Navy instituted a blockade of all ports from Brest (France) to Elbe (Germany).
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Napoleon issued Berlin Decree on 21 November 1806 in answer to British Blockade. According

to Berlin Decree-

» The British isles are declared to be in a state of blockade.

» All correspondence and commerce with the British Isles were forbidden.

> All British subjects found in the territory of France or all its allies were to be arrested as
prisoners of war.

» All British goods and merchandise shall be seized.
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Any vessel found contravening the decree and Landing in a continental Port from a port of
Britain and its allies and colonies will be confiscated along with all of its cargo.
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The Goal of the so called continental System was to force Britain to the peace table by
starving it of trade with Europe.The Blockade's effectiveness was very difficult to enforce over
so vast area and was generally unpopular among its allies.
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Historian Paul Schroeder considers it to have proved an ineffective method of economic
warefare. The continental system eventually led to economic ruin for France and its allies. Less
damage was done to the economy of Britain because it had control over the trade of Atlantic
ocean. Other European nations removed themselves from the continental system which led in
part of the downfall of Napoleon.
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Q- Continental system was a wrong conception deliberated by Napoleon, which remained
unsuccessful due to his own inherent faults. Discuss.
Answer- England was a big obstacle in the Napoleons Imperialist expansion. Since British
navy was more powerful than French navy therefore Napoleon was never able to defeat them.
At the end Napoleon tried to paralyze Britain Financially through its continental system.
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Continental System
> If British manufactured goods were restricted from entering to European market, the British
manufacturing industry would be destroyed. Which would plunge the British economy and
increase unemployment.




After ruining British economy, it was easy to defeat Britain.
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By blocking the European market for England, England would have to buy food items from
France at expensive rates , due to which France would get Foreign currency.

Through the decree of "Berlin" and "Milan", Napoleon tried to proclaim continental system
and through these decrees he banned the states under its control from trading with Britain.
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Results of continental system

» Continental system turned unsuccessful in paralyzing British trade and commerce.

» This system was proved suicidal for Napoleon because in an effort to enforce this system
he fought wars with many nations like Portugal and Spain.
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> It is possible that Britain would have been harmed by a continental system if it was
properly and fully implemented, but it harmed Napoleon more than his enemy.
Fault in continental system and reasons for its failure.

» Napoleon’s navy was not strong enough to block Britain's sea trade and smuggling.

» Napoleon's policy of control over commerce was protested by many nations - Turkey,
Portugal, Spain, Russia etc.
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» Therefore without blocking these markets it was impossible to enforce continental system
successfully.

» Napoleon adopted a dictatorial attitude towards other nations.

Conclusion:

Napoleon's continental system got failed due to lack of a proper implementation.
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Q. Nationalism was responsible for the rise of Napoleon and it was the nationalism that
doomed his fate. Justify the statement.

STRUCTURE OF THE ANSWER:

Introduction-
Explain how Napoleon on the basis of his extra ordinary military and administrative capacity
and hardwork conquered the Europe.
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Main Body-

» Mention how nationalism helped in the rise of Napoleon.

» Mention how nationalism has ended the dynasty of Napoleon.

Conclusion-

» Napoleon tried to crush the feeling of nationalism in other countries and it was the main
cause of his downfall.
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FULL ANSWER: INTRODUCTION:

Napoleon appeared as a comet in the politics of Europe.Through his policies and
hardwork,he became the fortune-master of Europe. His military skill and administrative ability
astonishesd everyone but the pillar of his powers was balanced on the walls of sand which
was soon destroyed within few years.He was shinning on the sky of Europe due to his
military might but soon his destiny star sinked.
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MAIN BODY

There was drastic change during French Revolution in France and the feeling of
nationalism reached on its height.As a result, Napoleon,a great conqueror came in
limelight.Napoleon was King of France between 1804 to 1815. He destroyed the democracy
of France and established monarchy (Rajtantra).
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He made drastic change in administration. He tried to make it more better and effective. He
introduced Civil Code in 1804 which was also called Napoleon Code.Through this code
privilege given on the basis of birth was taken.Everybody was equal before law.
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"The Right to Property“was given to each citizen. He made the administration easie in
Dutch Republic, Italy, Germany and Switzerland. He ended the Feudal system and freed
the peasant from slavery and taxes imposed on them.
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He also ended the limitation of the famous craft imposed in cities. Improvements were
made in the fields of transport and communication.
This new freedom was strongly appreciated and welcomed by peasants, labours and
craftsman. They now understood that uniform civil code, standard measurement system and
currency pool are rich. Exchange of goods and currency across the country became
convenient.
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At the beginning, the French military was seen as the messenger of freedom but soon
people understood that new administrative system is not going to help them in the field of
political freedom. Heavy taxes levied.Forcefully soldiers were entered in French
military.Thus,the initial zeal was quickly transformed in opposition and objections.
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Napoleon has expanded his idea of imperialism and he conquered Holland, Spain, Italy etc.
but he made his relatives ruler of the conquered countries. Later These foreign ruler was
strongly criticised by the people of these countries. Feeling of nationalism developed in
these areas. This feeling of nationalism weakened the powers of Napoleon and he became
victim of nationalism.Tremendous aspirations, faulty military system,
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thinking Spain inferior, continental system,more time taking in Mascow campaign, attack in
Battle of Waterloo were his major faults. In this context Napoleon says. "l wasted the time
and time wasted me".He also tried to reverse the current of history. French Revolution

tried to end the imperialism and established Republican society but Napoleon established
and gave the rule to his relatives and tried to establish Hereditary monarchy.
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CONCLUSION

The French Revolution supported the nationalism whereas Napoleon tried to crush the same
nationalism. Hence, we can say that the elements which helped Napoleon to established his
dynasty was also the cause of his decline.
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Russian revolution

The Russian revolution was a greater landmark in the history of the world.lt was an answer to
those questions which had remained unanswered in French revolution.The question was the
relationship between middle class and lower class.

The Russian revolution was different from others in the sense of ldeology.The ideology was
dominant in
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Russian revolution-

There were two revolution in it but M.T.Florinski put the idea of two phases in a revolution-

1-Bourgeoisie revolution of march 1917

2-Bolshevik revolution of October 1917

There were following reasons of Russian revolution-

(i)Autocratic nature of Russian government.

ii)Social division of Russia in Aristocracy and Serfs.Although serfdom was abolished in Russia, land

was not distributed hence food crisis was created in Russia.

(iii)Progressive Aristocrates had joined Duma and conservatives were not capable to save Monarchy.
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(iv) Middle class had not emerged due to specific nature of industrial revolution in Russia.

(v) The fast proletarianization of Russian workers.They formed ‘Social democratic party’ in
1895.Peasants also formed Social revolutionary party in 1905.

(vi) Later social democratic party divided into Menshevik party and Bolshevik party. They were
different in their method and discipline
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(vii) The Reactions of minorities against the policy of russiafication.

(viii) Scholars like Dostoyevsky,Turganev and Leo Tolstoy filled the feeling of modernity in
Russian people.
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(ix)The Russian Monarch Czar Nicholas participated in the first world war but did not do prior
economic management .It resulted into the scarcity of essential goods in market.In his
absence,his chief queen Czarina and her spiritual teacher Rasputin started to hatch out the
conspiracy.lt degraded the prestige of Monarchy.
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In march 1917, at least 4-5 lakh workers came on the road of Petrograd. Czar ordered the army

to disperse the mob but army refused the order and formed an association with workers at

Petrograd. In this way ‘Petrograd Soviet' came into existence.
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On 15" March1917 Czar Nicholas-Il resigned and a new government under Lvoy was formed but

soon Bourgeoisie government of Lvoy sandwiched between Duma and Petrograd Soviet.Thus Lvoy

government declined.
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New Liberal socialistic government under Kerensky was formed but he also failed to solve the new

problems.

M?ﬁqwﬁﬁmmﬂmmm?ﬂaﬁmaﬁsﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁmmﬁ

fawer w@h

During this period of uncertainty,Lenin appeared in Russia with German help in April 1917.He

converted minor Bolshevik group into a strong political party.He redefined Marxism according to

Russian situation.He assumed that the proletariat class should play a major role in Future’s

revolution.
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He composed a paper named as ‘Two tactics of social democrates’. He presented the strategy for

Bolshvik party. A/c to Lenin proletariat class should have completed the first stage of revolution

with the help of peasants.
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Lenin thought that in course of first stage revolution peasantry will divide in higher and lower
peasantry. Now proletariat class could have completed the second stage revolution with the help of
lower peasantry .Lenin was a genious and great opportunist . He always believed in the 2 split .
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In October 1917,Lenin ordered Trotsky to capture all the important govt chambers. Trotsky
controlled all the Govt institutions , so the Dictatorship of Proletariates was established but
Govt had new challenges like-
1-Redistribution of land
2-Issue of personal property
3-Constitution for Russian people
4- War with Germany
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Lenin solved the problem one by one.At first,he concluded the Treaty of Brestltovsk with
Germany. Now He was free to deal domestic matters-

1-Lenin redistributed the land among peasants.

2-He organised a big Army named ‘Red Army’ under the headship of Trotsky.
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Thereupon,He pushed out foreign army from Russia and suppressed internal uprisings.
Now He conducted an election in Russia to form constituent assembly to frame new constitution.
soon He established control over constituent assembly and produced new constitution under
Bolshevik government.
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Now Lenin adopted the policy of Terror and compromise simultaneously. He organised secret
police Cheka and suppressed enemies.




In 1918,He introduced the policy of communist war in order to enhance production in Russia.He
established control over factories and Agricuture .He introduced New economic policy in 1921.
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Replying to a critic, he said, if we have taken three step forward and only one step backward but
still we are two steps ahead.

Significance of Russian Revolution
1- First successful proletariat revolution of the world.

2-It encouraged communist Ideas all over the world.

3- Alternative model of development in form of economic planning and state control economy.
4- Prepared the way for the process of decolonisation.

5-The whole world got divided on the basis of Ideology.
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