UNIFICATION OF ITALY

Italian unification was the resultant of political and social movement that consolidated various

states of the Italian Peninsula into a single state of Italy.The process began in 1815 with the
Congress of Vienna and was completed in 1871 and Rome was declared Capital of Italy.
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Vienna Settlement of 1815, divided ltaly into various states under various nationalities. It catalyzed
the national feeling of Italian people.Giuseppe Mazzini (Young Italy Movement) and Garibaldi like
revolutionaries wanted to establish Republic in Italy." The Carbonari’ was an informal network of

secret revolutionary societies active in Italy from about 1800 to 1831.
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Sardinia-Piedmont was an independent state under Vienna Settlement. The kingdom had adopted
a liberal constitution in 1848. So, to the liberal Italian Middle Class, unification under Sardinia-
Piedmont seemed a good plan. In 1852, Sardinian King-Victor Emmanuel-ll hominated Count
Camillo di Cavour as his Prime Minister. Cavour was a cunning statesman who worked tirelessly
to expand Piedmont-Sardinia’s power.
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Cavour realized that the greatest roadblock to annexing Northern Italy was Austria. In 1858, the

French emperor Napoleon-lll agreed to help to drive Austria out from the ltalian parts. Cavour
then provoked the war with Austria. combind French- sardinian army won Lombardy.

After that he secretly started helping nationalist rebels in Southern lItaly.
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Garibaldi has joined the secret society ‘Young ltaly’. He led a volunteer army of Guerilla soldiers

(Red Shirts). Garibaldi secretly started helping nationalist rebels in Southern ltaly. He captured
Sicily in May, 1860. He also conquered Naples.
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Cavour arranged for King Emmanuel- |l to meet Garibaldi in Naples. Garibaldi set aside the idea
of Republic for his motherland and agreed to unite Italy under the King. In 1866, the Austrian
province of Venetia with the city of Venice became the part of Italy. In 1870, ltalian forces took
over the last part Papal states with Rome. Rome became capital. The Pope, however, would
continue to govern a section of Rome known as Vatican City.
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UNIFICATION OF GERMANY
The unification of Germany was completed in 1871 in Hall of Mirrors. The Princes of German

states gathered there to proclaim King Wilhelm - | of Prussia as German Emperor after Franco
- Prussian War of 1870.
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Like Italy, Germany was divided into various fractions. Napoléon-l occupied approximately 200

German states. German states were re-organized into 39 states under Vienna Settlements.
Prussia was one of them which was most powerful.
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In 1815, The Germanic states of North were organized into a Germanic Confederation under

Austria. Gradually reform movement was started in these states. People forced their princes to
grant democratic constitution.To frame constitution and to discuss on the matter of unification of
Germany, Frankfurt Assembly was called in 1848.
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Frankfurt Assembly decided to unite Germany under Prussia but Prussian King did not accept the
proposal. New Emperor William-l appointed Bismarck the prime minister of Prussia in
1861.Bismarck described his policy of unification as one of the “Blood and sword policy”.The
policy of blood and Sword meant policy of war.
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First of all, Bismarck defeated Denmark with the help of Austria and occupied Schleswig and

Holstein. Holstein was given to Austria.

Bismarck defeated Austria also on the matter of Holstein and dissolved the Germanic
confederation and separated Austria. Later, he formed new federation with Northern German
States in 1866.
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Later, Bismarck waged a war against France in 1870. He defeated Napoleon-lll in the Fraco -

Prussian war and separated out to Napoleon-lll. Thus, he disolved South Germany into North
Germany in 1871. Thus, German unification was completed.
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Q.) Describe the role of Bismarck in Unification of Germany.
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At the time of Napoleon's war Germany was divided into more than 300 states. Napoleon
integrated them into 39 states under 'Rhine Confederation'. The German unification began with
this partial unification. But even at this time, there were many challenges for the integration of
Germany which later Bismarck had to face.
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At the time of Bismarck becoming Chancellor of Prussia, the integration had the following
challenges:

» Increasing Prussia's military power.

» Incorporating Schleswig and Holstein in Prussia which were under Denmark.

» To prevent interference of Austria in German Politics.

» Integration of south Germanan states under into Prussia.
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Bismarck used war and diplomatic techniques both together to deal with these challenges. His
policies were also known as ‘Blood and Iron policy’.First of all, to increase the power of Prussia,
defying the liberals, he obtained the approval of the military budget only with the consent of the
Upper House. He emphasized on military reform and organization.
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Through treaty with Austria,Schleswig and Holstein were separated from Denmark. The Schleswig

was integrated with Prussia and Holstein with Austria.

After strengthening his military,He separated France from Austria through diplomatic efforts. On
the issue of Holstein war was fought with Austria (War of Sadowa). Even after defeating Austria

in this war, an honorable treaty was signed with them.

3ifecar & Try ofr & AregE A, W 3R BT Y A7 F AT X f&ar Tl i
gl H 3R glexclaT &t 3iieear & &er fgar =)

O T FY FAGT T F A, FES FeAAE T F HE FY AT F 30 A AT dowdT F
Hee W 3G & WY Yoy I (FeldT HT JeH)| 56 Jeu H IHTeA F g & are o, 3§ @
T GFHATIST A 9 gEaBR U 7|

In the last stage for the integration of Southern States and to isolate France war was fought with

them (War of Sedan). Unification of German states upto Rhineland.In this way, while on one
hand Bismarck prevented the enemies from getting support or signing treaty, on the other hand
the work of integration was completed by war.
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