Enlightenment (9aTereT)

The enlightenment was the result of Renaissance
because renaissance made the some people
enlightened. These enlightened scholars tried to apply
the method and principles of science to solve the

political, economic and religious problems.
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They started the method of Natural Science to study about
the world, God and society. Thus, the scientific revolution
was started in 17th century due to the enlightenment. As
the result, various scientific perspectives, principles etc were

Invented.
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The enlightenment is supposed to have started from
the time of a French scholar Voltaire, when he made a
visit to England. Thereupon he compared the openness
and reasonableness of the England and
unreasonableness and the closed society of France.
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Hence, he made an attack over the autocratic nature
of the Monarchy, the superstitions of the church and
stupidity of the aristocratic class. He pleaded for
individual  freedom. Thus, Voltaire became a
personifaction of the enlightenment.
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The enlightened scholars were guided by the middle

class interests hence they favoured limited monarchy but
not democracy. They advocated that Government should

be for the people but not by the people.
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Important Scholars

facarnT)
John Locke (1632-1704) :

John Locke was an english philosopher. His first
philosophical work was ‘Essay Concerning Human
Understanding’. He first broached the notion that reason
and knowledge are derived from experience.
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°Locke contended human nature is essentially good and
human character is a function of one’s environment,
upbringing and education.

By shaping society and the environment through good
education, it is possible to produce a better society.
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*Locke argued in his Second Treatise ‘Civil
Government’ (1690) that man possesses natural and
inalienable rights to life, liberty and property.

*He wrote that Government 1s formed by popular consent
1mplying a kind of contractual relationship between
people and Government.
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* Locke’s Ideas influenced Thomas Jefferson like

scholars. These ideas are found in both the U.S.
Declaration of Independence and the French

Declaration of the Rights of Man.
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Montesquieu (1689-1755) :
iFI’IéWF-r (1689-1755)

He belonged to a French noble family. He was a

critic of absolutist Government.
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He argued that laws are derived from nature in his ‘Spirit
of Laws’ (1748). He proposed the concept of separation
of Power of Government among the executive, legislative
and judicial functions. It was picked up by the Americans
and incorporated by James Madison in his design of the

U.S. Constitution.
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Rousseau (1712-1778) :
Rousseau was a French philosopher. He elaborated some of

Locke’s ideas about Natural Rights and Popular Sovereignty.

He laid emphasis on sovereignty of the people.
Rousseau wrote, “Man is born free, but everywhere he is in

chain’.
T (1712-1778) :
& Teh AT erRifees &) 38 i 3SR iR T A8

R ik & Fo [TORT A [GFAR F T&dd RIAT| 38T ST T TFeIr
W AR e

&Y A for@n, "Hsg FadT YeT gidr 8, ofehel & S19g 98 eIkl A
STh3T 83T &l




Society corru
and equality
can restore t

Government .

ots and distorts man’s natural freedom

Rousseau argued but a reformed society

ne balance between the people and the

&I o deh T foh GHATST HIsT 1 Wiebfdeh Fadaar AR
AT @ #ee 3R fApd war g, odfhd T aRsehd
FATS ol 3R TR & S HJolel S8Tel S Hehell o




Rousseau described this ideal society in his ‘social
contract’ (1762) which was banned in France. He laid the
cornerstone of modern democracy in which the individual
citizen enjoys liberty, equality and fraternity. He is also
considered as ‘The Father of Romanticism’. He said, “The
prompting of the heart are more to be trusted than the
logic of the mind.”
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Volataire :

Volataire was a prolific writer who used satire and criticism
to incite social and political changes.

He attacked on Catholic church and exposed injustice. He
promoted the concept of freedom of religion, freedom of
expression and the separation of the church and the State.
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Diderot :

Diderot was not interested in revolution but wanted to
collect and disseminate enlightenment knowledge.

He embarked on a Mammoth project to create the
“Encyclopaedia, or a systematic sdisctionary of the
Science, Art and Crafts”.
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Immanuel Kant :

Immanuel Kant was a German philosopher. He is known for
his work “Critique of Pure Reason”. He held that God was
Impersonal force and supported the cause of a natural

religion.
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Adam Smith :

Adam Smith was a Scottish economist and philosopher
who was a pioneer of Political Economy and key figure
during the Scottish Enlightenment. He is called the
“Father of Economics” for his work “Wealth of Nations”
which he published in 1776.
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He put the theory of ‘Free Trade and Laisseze
Faire’. He also described the “Invisibile Hands of
the Market”. Thus, he outlines the key aspects of
trade and makes a strong case for limiting the
intervention of Government in trade.
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Key Enlightment Concepts( altreT )
1. Empiricism (3J3{qdIq) :
Enlightenment scholars argued that all human knowledge

comes through the senses and sensory experiences.
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2. Progress (991fd) :

Enlightenment scholars believed that present is better

and more advanced than the past and is resulted in

the happiness of man.
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3. Skepticism (HEAIE) :

The Enlightenment scholars questioned blind faith of

authority, priests etc. and focused on true knowledge

based on scientific norms.
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4. Tolerance (HgaA2fterdn) :

The scholars believed that people should be

free to worship as they wish.
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5. Liberty (¥adadn) :

They emphasized that Government had no authority
over an individual’'s conscience. They strongly
believed that human beings were In a position to
create a world in which , liberty and happiness will

prevail over all else.
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6. Reason (hRI) :
It embodied a non-authoritarian source of knowledge

that can be tested and proved.
Men had to be taught to use reason and to act In

accordance with its potentialities.
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