Qus. Comment upon the factors responsible for the

collapse of the Soviet communism
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Ans:

. Economic Weakness: The Weakness of the economy

was the major cause of dissatisfaction among the people
in the USSR. There was severe shortage of consumer
items. The reasons for economic weakness were the

following.
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The reasons for economic weakness were the following.

(1) Huge military spending

2) Maintenance of satellite states in Eastern Europe

(3) Maintenance of the central Asian republics within
the USSR.

3F FHHAGNT & FRUT AFATaf@d o

(1) 8 AT @Y

2) qdl T A Jcellge Tl T TG

(3) @IfaTd @9 & Moy ALY tRUE IRISAT T T




(1) Political un- accountability

The communist party Regime (single Party rule) for
around 70 years had turned Authoritarian, There was

widespread corruption,nepotism and lack of transparency.
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Gorbachev's decision to allow elections with a multi-
party system and creation of a presidency for the
Soviet union initiated a slow process of democratisation
that eventually destabilised the communist control and
contributed to the collapse of the Soviet union.

e GaRT Sgeelld Jumell & WA goAld & AT &
IR Oifaad 99 & v & Tseafad 9¢ & [Faor & &Ho
A ellhcAlntor T T eIl gihar & Il foda 3dd:
qrEgare) @gaor & AR #Y fear 3R Aifdad 399 &
Udod H It fea|




lll) Gorbachev's Reforms: Perestroika & Glasnost:-

Under Gorbachev's plan for perestroika the Soviet
union would began to move towards a hybrid

communism- capitalist system much like modern China.
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The politbeuro and the central planning Committee

would still exert influence over the direction of the
economy: however, the government would allow market
forces to dictate some production and development

decisions.
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The changes to the economy were coupled with a

reorganisation of the party elite that would bring younger
voices to the forefront. Eventually, Gorbachev envisioned

a democratically elected communist Party for the Soviet

Union.
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The second part of Gorbachev plan, Glasnost,

Addressed the personal restrictions of the Soviet

people.
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For decades, citizens loved without freedom of speech,
the press, or religion and the state arrested millions of
potential dissidents Gorbachev's Glasnost plan gave
the Soviet people a voice. They were free to express.
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Gorbachev's reforms did more to hasten the fall of the

Soviet Union than they did to save it. By loosening
control over the people and making reforms to the

political and economic elites,
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the Soviet- government appears weak and vulnerable to

the Soviet people. They used their newfound powers to
organising and | critigue the government, and in 1991,

they successfully ended the Soviet rule.
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(IV) Rise of nationalism:- Rise of nationalism among

states as Baltic Republic[Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania],
Ukraine, Georgia etc, was the most important and
iImmediate Cause of disintegration of the USSR.
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The national feeling was the more prosperous areas in

USSR, as in central Asian republics. ordinary people
among prosperous republics did not like to pay to big
Price to uplift the backward centrals Asian republics.
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(V) Role of the USA: The Increase in military

expenditure by Reagan forced the USSR to increase

their military spending which further caused economic

crumble.
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The support of the Reagan government to Mujahideen

in Afghanistan prolonged the USSR battle in
Afghanistan causing economic and military hardship.
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CRIMEAN WAR (1054-56)

Crimean war was a Watershed Event in the history of

Europe, because it led loose the forces of Liberalism and

Nationality .
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* |lt-ended the status quo policy of Metternich(Austrian

leader) and started an era of new achievement and
construction. It's first- fruit was the unification of [taly.
* SHA AT (HTECTTS odn) T JUTTEATT AT i
AT Y fear 3R & 3uefsedr AR Ao & a7
JABINA HI| SHPT Tgell TROMH FTell HT TehlchioT AT|




* |In Russia, it brought out the need of reforms like

openness and thus Shattered the absolutism of the Czar
and opened the door of democracy by policies like
emancipation of serfs, local self government and Judicial

reforms of Alexander-II.
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*Russia came

close to Prussia due to betrayal of Austria in the
Crimean war. It was the neutrality of Russia in the
Prussia-Austrian war that led to the unification of
Germany.
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* After this war only, the changed policies of Disraeli

led to the independence of Balkan States. It led to

the regrouping of the powers.
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* Russian expansion took a new turn. Ilts expansion was

checked in the European war and transferred to central
Asia, where push forward with giant Strides.
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Qus. Out of the mud of Crimea, a new ltaly was

made and less obviously, a new Germany. comment.
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Ans- Crimean war was the prelude to the most important

political development of the 19th century.The
Kingdom of Sardinia- piedmont having Joined the
allies, was admitted to the peace conference.
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There Cavour, the minister of the Sardinian king opened the

ltalian Question before the assembled diplomats, enlisted the
sympath of Powers, and won over Napoleon lll to the cause
of Italian Independence. ltaly was Liberated and the
arrangement with the congress of Viena was upset.
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Russo-Prussia friendship and Russian neutrality during

Austro-Prussian war was an indirect result of the Crimean
war. So it is said that the German Empire that Prussia
subsequently built up was largely based upon Russian

neutrality.
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After this war only, the changed policy of Disraeli led to the

independence of Balkan States.

Russian expansion took a new turn. Its expansion was
checked and transferred to central Asia, where push
forward with giant Strides.
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